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led  them to  the  tomb of Takumi no Kami,

And when they came to their lord's grave
they took the head of Kotsuke no Suke, and,
having washed it clean in a well hard by, laid
it as an offering before the tomb. When they
had done this, they engaged the priests of the
temple to come and read prayers while they
burnt incense; first Oishi Kuranosuke burnt
incense, and then his son Oishi Chikara, and
after them the other forty-five men performed
the same ceremony. Then Kuranosuke, having
given all the money that he had by him to the
abbot, said:

"When we forty-seven men shall have per-
formed hara klri, I beg you to bury us decently,
I rely upon your kindness. This is but a trifle
that I have to offer; such as it Is, let it be spent
in masses for our souls."

And the abbot, marvelling at the faithful cour-
age of the men, with tears in his eyes pledged
himself to fulfil their wishes. So the forty-seven
Ronins, with their minds at rest, waited patiently
until they should receive the orders of the Gov-
ernment.

At last they were summoned to the Supreme
Court, where the governors of Yedo and the
public censors had assembled; and the sentence
passed upon them was as follows: 'Whereas,
neither respecting the dignity of the city nor
fearing the Government, having leagued your-